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Burma, Thai&and Indon891a, and the Phlllpplnes, and twrough overs'as
Chinese labor unions, - o . h

The well-disciplined Communist all»Cnxna Federatlcn of Labor w:li

have the dominant role in the new Asian La-bm Bureau, which is locngcd L' e
. in Peiping. Mbocow~tra1nbd Li Ll-san, the ]eadlng Chinese labor ‘
'~c;gan1zer, currently in chargs of the Chlnese Ccmmunlst trade unlon
_ ﬁtralnlng program, 'is expected to have an’ 1mportant part in dlrectlap
. the Bureau, The Bureau will consequentlybe’ 1n:agood posltlﬂn to
vfharness the resources of the Chinese Communist labor fud@ratlon to ihe

'ftask of penetratlng the labor movenents of outheast Aslda

A magor part of the Aszan labor Bureau's act1v1ules w11 be'

”unlonévln these countrles to bring: 1ncreasinb presbure upo
. iorganlzatlong to affiliate with the WFTU. As part of thls cumpalgn,
_,and. _an attﬁmbt to create further opportunltlps‘for Communlst -

;federatlon and hence wlll be mnrevusceptﬂﬂﬁ to dchction
‘Labor Bureau,. Noreover, Chinese Communist labor agitator
“ha e'gredte” latitude to operate thxoughout the are; after
'*Asian governments recognlze the Chlnese Lommunlst regime,
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3. Probable Results of WFTU Drive.

Although the WFTU drive will be less effectlve in areas stlll occupied

by troops of the colonial powers (e.g. Malaya and French«occuplea

Indoch;na), it may achieve considerable success in the independent ucunmrxes,

'ﬂsnecla¢1y Burma, Thailand, lndonesia, and. the Philippines. ‘Factors

. _favoring the sugess of the WFTU drive include:. (1) the unfamiliarity of @
_“he native. governments and non-Commnnistvlabor with WFTU tactics and o

- policies; (2) the continued: failure he - Western; national labor
_crganizations to establish’ close: workln ‘1iaison with ‘native-labor leaders,

" ‘and (3) the comparative weakness and’ immaturity of the Nehru-oriented,

" anti~Comminist Asian Labor Federation. To'the. extent that. the native
fpovernmants and other non-Communist forces in: Southeast Asia fail to over-
come .these weaknesses and to take: declslve action ayalnst Communist-leq
flabor union, open cooperation. between the WFIU and the national lzbor
federationszn Burma, Thalland Indone31a, and the Phlllppinesﬁmlll‘result

-1_1 If the Communlsts succeed in establishlng effect;ve contrcl over the -
" - Southeast Asian labor movements, the USSR will have made considerable

1f;;orogress toward politicaly demination of the. area. Control of the. 1abor
,;fbrce would 1ncreasa the ommunlst potential for underminlng econoric




